
Alumni Newsletter – Spring 2010

Welcome Alumni
Hello Alumni,

I hope this newsletter finds you doing well!

I would like to encourage you to register on the Alumni Connections 
Website, which is specially designed to provide Art Institute Alumni with 
employment leads, information on upcoming events for networking, and 
to reconnect with old classmates. 

In addition to this great resource, in the summer of 2009, ILIC was chosen to start it’s own Alumni 
Chapter. For the past several months, the Alumni Chapter Board members and I have planned 
networking and professional development workshops for you. 

Please contact me if you have a success story to share, would like to announce a featured exhibit, 
or if you or your company is seeking to fill any open positions or are in need of freelance work. I 
would love to hear from you with any suggestions you may have for future networking possibilities 
and alumni gatherings.

I wish you all the best!
Katelyn Doyle
Alumni Coordinator
The Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago
(P) 312.777.8556
kdoyle@aii.edu

Alumni Chapter
The Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago was one of four Art Institutes chosen this past May 2009 to 
establish a more formalized Alumni Chapter. An Art Institute Alumni Chapter is established in a 
geographic region near an Art Institutes and where a sizeable group of alumni live and work. The 
Chapter has a board which guides the direction of the Alumni Chapter. The Chapter provides the 
organizational framework for relevant programming that supports the Alumni Mission statement 
and goals.

Who’s on theBoard?
Katelyn Doyle, Alumni Coordinator and Chapter Chair
Connie Jackson, CUL Representative  
Nicholas Jamison, DFV Representative  
Xochil Herrera, FD Representative
Oscar Alattorre, GAD/MAA Representative
Candis Queen, ID Representative 
Adnan Alicusic, VC Representative
Joy Burke, VC Representative  
Lucie Borczyko, VEMG Representative  
Robert Martone, WDIM Representative

Alumni Mission Statement:
The Mission of The Art Institutes’ Alumni Community shall 
be to serve The Art Institutes and their alumni in a manner 
that enriches the lives of its members and promotes The 
Art Institutes’ mission of being the leading educator in the 
creative arts through our recognition of alumni success and 
career focused approach.

Make sure to become a fan of ILIC Alumni on Facebook at: 
http://www.facebook.com/ILICAlumni

ILIC Alumni Chapter Upcoming Events:
Saturday, April 17th – CS4 Workshop
Tuesday, April 20th – How to Market Yourself  
Using Social Media. Join Tara Dawson – Recruiting  
Manager from Wunderland
Saturday, June 5th – 3D Studio Max Workshop 
Tuesday, June 22nd – ILIC Portfolio Show
Wednesday, June 23rd – ILIC Graduation

Need a Transcript?
Official transcripts are printed on official watermark paper 
and include an official signature and school seal. These tran-
scripts are usually requested when a student (or graduate) 
wishes to attend another college or needs an official copy 
for an employer’s records. The cost for an official transcript 
is $10.00 per transcript. Alumni seeking copies of graduate 
transcripts or with questions about their diploma should 
contact the Registrar’s Office at 1.800.351.3450.

ILIC Alumni designs The Art Institutes  
Alumni Associations Logos
Congratulations to Chase Dunlap, VC Alumni for being 
selected to design the National and local Alumni Associations 
logos which include: Washington D.C., Portland, Philidelphia, 
Los Ageles, Denver and Chicago! Congratulations!

Alumni Gallery Show 10/09
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Things to keep in mind about  
a Networking Event:
Remember why you’re there. The main 
purpose of a networking event is to network 
and gain insight into your professional 
career/industry. Think of a Networking 
Event as a conference or business meeting. 
Never get drunk. Remember you want future 
employers to remember you as a competent 
candidate, not someone who had to be 
escorted out. When attending a networking 
event always dress appropriately. Look 
professional, not like you’re going to a party. Also remember that a strong professional network is 
based on relationships, and it takes time to build those relationships.

Research and make sure you know the 5 W’s: Who, What, Where, When and Why? 

 Who – who will be there: what organization is sponsoring, make a list of people you expect  
 to be there and want to meet (this will come in hand later).
 What – what will be presented, what will be the format of the event, what materials do I  
 need to bring with me?
 Where – where is the event being held?
 When – when is the event being held? Do I have to register, if so when is the deadline?
 Why – why should I attend – to build your network!

A little knowledge goes a long way and can only help you in your professional career! By doing 
research on who’s attending you’ll be able to prepare thoughtful questions and it will show when 
talking with your connections.

Prepare your elevator speech! You need to be able to introduce yourself at a networking event 
as well as give a three-minute summary of who you are and what your experiences and abilities 
are. Make sure to practice your speech prior to attending. Be prepared to talk and smile! First 
impressions are essential, so be professional in all interactions.

Focus on the quality of your connections at the networking event not how many are there. Always 
focus on the person you’re talking to and maintain eye contact. Don’t look around and act like 
you’re looking for someone better to talk to. Make sure to focus and maintain your interest. Always 
stay focused and remember why you’re there.

Where are your connections? 
Make sure to join LinkedIn and network with industry 
professionals.

Tips on how to use and grow your  
LinkedIn Network!

Add your portfolio’s link to your LinkedIn profile. 

Search for industry-related groups and request 
membership. It will greatly widen your circle of potential 
contacts. 

Have a dream company/client in mind? Search for the 
company or person and you may be surprised to find the 
Creative Director and/or the VP of Product Development has 
a profile. If you are both members of the same group then 
they’re already part of your inner circle, and you’ll be able 
to request adding them to your personal contacts. 

Give your colleagues a recommendation. As you 
know, giving is receiving! 

Add your LinkedIn link to your email signature and 
refer to it on your website or resume. 

Search LinkedIn’s database of job openings. 

Have you checked out Monster List of Freelance  
Job Sites?
Make sure to check it out by clicking on this link: 
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/FreelanceSwitch/~3/
puEMjXT8TDE/

Alumni Gallery Show 10/09

Alumni Networking Event 11/09
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In June we hosted an Alumni Chapter Launch get together at 
Crimson Lounge (Sax Hotel) where we celebrated this exciting 
opportunity to formalize our Alumni Community.

Throughout October and November the Alumni Community 
showcased their talents by exhibiting an Alumni Gallery Show 
at the 350 N. Orleans Gallery. Over 23 alumni displayed their 
talents. On Thursday, October 22nd we celebrated our Alumni 
and their success with a reception showcasing everyone’s work 
and hosted a live cooking demonstration by our very own 
Connie Jackson, Hell’s Kitchen Season 5 contestant, as well as 
having an Art Wars competition for all gallery attendees. The 
evening was filled with celebration and networking.

In November we hosted an Alumni Networking Event with some of Chicago’s creative agencies at 
Elephant & Castle. The night consisted of re-connecting with old classmates as well as making new 
professional connections.

CG Con Chicago Roadshow partnering with The Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago
On Saturday, January 16th The Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago welcomed CG Con featuring 
Mark Goerner and Pablo Chen. Both of these industry professionals gave presentations to over 40 
students and alumni. In addition to giving amazing presentations, each presenter, along with CG 
Con founder Diego Rojas, AI Fort Lauderdale Alumni, provided portfolio reviews throughout the day. 
Alumni and students loved the event and were thrilled to have the chance to hear from industry 
professionals of this caliber. The event was incredible!

Alumni Relations in Review Stay Connected!
Have you moved since graduating from The Illinois Institute 
of Art – Chicago? Do you know a graduate of ILIC who 
isn’t getting our newsletters? For us to stay in touch with 
you, we need you to stay in touch with us! If your contact 
information changes, whether e-mail, phone number, or 
address, please contact Alumni Coordinator Katelyn Doyle at  
(312) 777-8556 or kdoyle@aii.edu.

Lynda.Com
We are proud to announce a partnership with lynda.com to 
offer you, as Art Institute alumni, a 
20% discount off a premium lynda.
com subscription. The premium 
subscription is available to alumni for 
$300, saving you $75! 

lynda.com is recognized worldwide as a trusted educational 
resource in the field of digital arts. The lynda.com Online 
Training Library offers hundreds of training courses in 
easy-to-learn format on popular software applications from 
Adobe, Apple, Macromedia, Microsoft, Corel, Autodesk and 
others. Topics include design principles and software related 
to print, web, video, graphics, digital photography, DVD 
creation, interactivity, operating systems, 3D and more. 

To learn more about the subscription and this Art Institute 
alumni benefit, please visit: http://www.lynda.com/go/
AIalumni. The discount code for alumni is EDMC300.

Alumni Gallery Show 10/09Art Wars 10/09

Alumni Networking Event 11/09Alumni Networking Event 11/09
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The Alumni Connections Website has been newly redesigned with many great features!  
It allows you to network with fellow alumni, research companies, search for job opportunities, and 
much more! I encourage all of you to register at:
http://www.alumniconnections.com/artinstitutes

How to register:
Click on “Not a Community Member” yet and enter the information that is requested. Once you have 
finished the registration steps you are able to see the following features that this great site offers, 
which include:

What the Alumni Connections Website offers you:
Career Center – Search job postings, resume postings, see helpful information in your job search, 
view career links, and view the partnership with Lynda.com (20% off).
Alumni Directory – Update your personal contact info, uploads photos, and/or add information to 
your profile. Search for classmates by name, graduation year, degree, or company name
Alumni Events - Lists all the events occurring at The Art Institutes nationwide. Links to more detailed 
information and individual school websites available.
Optimal Resume - Need a resume? Need to brush up on your interview skills? As an alumnus of The 
Art Institutes we are excited to provide you with the Optimal Resume online career services suite
Podcasts - The Career Blueprint Podcast Series is a joint production of The Creative Group and The 
Art Institutes. The series goal is to provide you with more information and ideas that can help you 
get ahead in your career. Each podcast is about five minutes long and filled with tips, techniques and 
practical advice.
Ai InSite - Ai InSite, we will take a closer look at a variety of topics related to the art, design, culinary, 
and fashion communities. And we always want to hear from you — whether you comment on our 
stories or suggest a topic for us to address.
Career Insider - The Art Institute: Alumni Connections in conjunction with Vault.com has arranged 
for you to have free, unrestricted privileges to the largest most comprehensive online career resource 
available. Content is updated daily so be sure to visit frequently. 
Permanent Email- A personal e-mail address that will never change and reflects your association with 
the Art Institutes (ex:  HYPERLINK “mailto:yname@alum.artinstitute.edu” yname@alum.artinstitute.
edu). A forwarding system that allows you to maintain a professional address that links to all your 
existing accounts.
Class Notes- Allows you to share the latest and greatest news about your life and career. Share news 
on your accomplishments, family, or career path, and view notes from fellow classmates and friends.
Yellow Pages – create a yellow page listing or search a yellow page listing. It’s a great way to 
promote your business and network! 
Class Notes: Allows you to share the latest and greatest news about your life and career. Share news 
on your accomplishments, family, or career path, and view notes from fellow classmates and friends.
Career Center Services: Post or search jobs. Only alumni are able to view these listings.

Have you registered on the 
Alumni Connections Website?

Freelance Tips
Use the leads posted on the Alumni Connections website.  
All freelance leads are posted under the job type  
“Design- Freelance”

Other places to search out clients are through friends or 
previous client referrals. These websites may help  
you as well:   
http:// www.craigslist.com   
http://www.elance.com 
http://www.designquote.net 
http://www.freelancedesigners.com

Make sure to use a contract in any freelance work you do. 
Sample contracts can be found at: 

Keep a daily planner to record appointments and time worked 
on each project.

Interior Design Upcoming Events

Interior Design Educators Council Annual Conference
March 24 – 27, 2010 / Atlanta, GA
Westin Peachtree Plaza

International Contemporary Furniture Fair
March 15 – 18, 2010 / New York, NY
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center

KBIS (Kitchen & Bath Industry Show)
April 16 – 18, 2010 / Chicago, IL
McCormick Place

Highpoint Market
April 17 – 22, 2010 / HighPoint, NC

HD Expo
May 19 – 20, 2010 / Las Vegas, NV
Sands Expo and Convention Center
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Mary Rochon
Program studied: Fashion Design at ILIC
Where do you work?  Resident Costume Designer 
for the Northwest Children’s Theater & School in 
Portland, OR

After completing her internship with Walt Disney 
World in their Costuming and Cosmetology 
Department, Mary came back to Chicago to finish her 
senior year and really had the itch to start looking 
forward to her career as a costume designer.  She 
daydreamed about the theatricality of design and 
how she had the drive to be a part of it.  While in her 
last quarter she made the choice to move to the West 
coast and began applying to any and every theater 
company she could find on the internet.  She was 
picked up by one of the largest and most prestigious companies in the Pacific Northwest. She was lucky 
to have an Art Director who is a firm believer in youthful talent along with her amazing talent!

As the Resident Costume Designer she’s responsible for designing and organizing the build for the 5 
main stage shows they produce each year.  Artistically she works with the design team, which includes 
set, lighting, props and scenic designers who all work under the creative vision of the Director.  After 
her designs are approved she is responsible for building the costumes from the ground up.  Sometimes 
this means hiring outside help to get the job done but mainly she’s the sole person creating the 
costumes for the show. Some of the show’s she created costumes for are: Evita, Hansel & Gretel and 
Goodnight Moon.

SocialStylists.Com  
Kaitlyn Randazzo, FMM ILIC Alumni and partners have created an online fashion community so that 
real people can discuss fashion and trends instead of 
just reading editors opinions. 

www.Socialstylists.com

Socialstylists.com is an online communitiy 
dedicated to connecting people to discuss                                                                                

fashion and shop with friends.
Because editors don’t determine what’s in style,you do.  

Real People, Real Shopping, Real Style

Your name will be included on the submitted picture if it is selected for the website.

INTRODUCING A BRAND NEW        
SOCIAL FASHION WEBSITE                 
CREATED BY AN AI ALUM, 

AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are looking for pictures of                   
real people with style to prompt                                                              

discussions about trends, 
styles and anything fashion.                                          

Simply go to the Style Monitor at                                                                  
Socialstylists.com and         

“Send The Trend” to submit your 
trend’s pictures and descriptions.

Alumni Features Interior Design Upcoming Events 
(cont.)

Neocon World’s Trade Fair
June 14 – 16, 2010 / Chicago, IL
The Merchandise Mart

Highpoint Market
October 16 – 21, 2010 / HighPoint, NC

Greenbuild 2010
November 17 – 19, 2010 / Chicago, IL

Game Art & Design / Media Arts & 
Animation Upcoming Events

Game Developers Conference Austin
October 5-8, 2010
Austin Convention Center
More info at  http://www.gdcaustin.com/

E3 (Electronic Entertainment Expo)
June 15-17, 2010
Los Angeles Convention Center
More info at http://e3expo.com/splash/

Siggraph 2010 Conference 
25-29 July 2010
Los Angeles Convention Center
http://www.siggraph.org/s2010/ 
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Ryan J. Quinlan 
Program studied: Visual Effects & Motion Graphics
 
Where do you work? Giant Studios, Los Angeles, CA
 
What made you decide to pursue this type of 
career? When asked what he does for a living, Ryan 
responds by saying: “I make cool stuff”. Quinlan couldn’t 
see himself doing anything else. “Visual Effects is always 
changing, there are always new technologies being 
developed and the envelope is always being pushed, so it 
doesn’t stay repetitive for too long.” That’s one of the many 
components he loves about the industry. Quinlan had an 
internship with Digital Kitchen during his senior year here 
at ILIC which lead to the idea of moving out to LA after graduating. Not knowing anyone and never 
having traveled to LA, Quinlan up and moved three months after graduation and after another three 
months, he found an opening at Giant Studios through the Career Services offices, which has lead him 
to today. 

I asked Quinlan how he stays up on industry trends because as he mentioned the ever-evolving 
technology and practices as something he thrived on: “When it comes to general industry stuff, like 
what is in production, who’s doing what, what systems are being used, nothing is better than the 
people around you. My coworkers and I have coffee every morning and usually discuss industry 
topics, toolsets, and things like that. When it comes to specific software packages and technology being 
developed, that’s when I turn to the web. Blogs, software developer’s websites, FXGuide–there are so 
many great resources out there. I used to have bad insomnia every so often while in school; whenever 
that happened, I would just go online and start looking up topics in VFX that I had heard but didn’t 
fully understand. Hours later I would be an authority on the pros and cons of using the Animation video 
codec versus Uncompressed 8-bit 4:2:2. The other thing, which I do miss terribly, is being able to read 
on my morning commute. I would buy any compositing or VFX book that I could find and read it on my 
‘L’ ride on the way to class or work. Sadly that practice is frowned upon when traversing the freeways 
of LA.”

Ryan Quinlan’s love for what he does definitely shows in his work and his determination is something 
to inspire others.

Alumni Feature Advertising Upcoming Events

NSAC 2010
June 10-11
Hilton Bonnet Creek & Waldorf=Astoria
Orlando, Florida 

AAF National Conference 2010 
June 10-12
Hilton Bonnet Creek & Waldorf-Astoria

Culinary Arts Upcoming Events

ACF Regional Conferences:
Central Regional Conference
March 26–28, 2010
Indianapolis Marriott Downtown
Indianapolis, Ind.
Trade Show Date: March 26

Southeast Regional Conference
April 24–26, 2010
Sheraton Birmingham
Birmingham, Ala.
Trade Show Date: April 24

ACF National Convention
August 2–5, 2010
 Anaheim Marriott 
Anaheim, Calif.
Trade Show Date: August 3–4

Go to acfchefs.org for more info!

Visual Communication  
Upcoming Events

SEGD Conference + Expo
Gaylord National Hotel
Washington, DC
June 2-5, 2010
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Q & A with Connie Jackson, CUL, 
CULM, PBP Alumni
Company Name: USA Cooking Camps / Lovely Eats Catering; Palos 
Park / Chicago                                          
Job Title: Executive Chef                                                                     
1. What are your primary responsibilities? Budget, Recipe 
Development, Management, Cooking/Production, Culinary Instruction/
Demonstration, Curriculum Development 
2. Professional Achievements: Contestant on Season 6 of FOX TV’s 
Hell’s Kitchen, NRA scholarship winner
3. What are your creative inspirations or influences? My 
family, places I travel to, fresh farmers’ markets, and much more
4. What do you enjoy the most about your career? Seeing people enjoy my work and helping 
create memories around the dinner table
5. What advice do you have to help other students succeed in school and work? Always 
network with others in your industry as well as all other industries. Everyone has to eat so you are 
always needed!
6. How do you stay up on industry trends? Magazines, eat at different styles of restaurants, 
television, talk with my chef instructors/culinary director from college.
7. What are some skills you feel aspiring artists need to have to make it in the 
industry? Excellent knife skills, being cool under pressure, know your basic kitchen terms, 
measurements, and skills.
8. How do you feel your education helped you in your career? It gave me a good idea of 
what to expect and how to feel comfortable in any kitchen. I learned how to be a leader and how to 
inspire others to do their best. This is one reason why I became an Executive Chef straight out  
of college.

Alumni Feature
Xochil Herrera
Program Studied: Fashion Design
Work: Freelance Designer

Xochil Herrera graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Fashion 
Design from The Illinois Institute of Art – Chicago in 2006. She got 
a job in her field immediately, working for a boutique that offered 
custom fashion design services to its customers. Through the boutique, 
Xochil learned additional skills and met people, including store buyers, owners, and clothing sales reps 
whose connections will be valuable in the future. Being an active member in local trade organizations 
including Fashion Group International and the Apparel Industry Board of Illinois, as well as maintaining 
communication with AI’s Alumni Coordinator and Career Services, has helped her to gain opportunities 
that would not have otherwise been possible. Like many affected by the economy, Xochil found herself 
out of work when the boutique closed, and the skills she had learned while at AI became a valuable 
tool in deciding her future. Xochil is now working as a freelance pattern maker and fashion designer and 
works with many designers and companies in Chicago to help them realize their dreams. She finds the 
work very satisfying and enjoys connecting with people and helping them make their designs come to life.

Fashion Design Upcoming Events
 
Chicago Fabric and Trim Show 
Thursday & Friday, May 13-14, 2010
Merchandise Mart Conference Center, 2nd Fl. 
Chicago, IL 

Fashion Marketing & Management 
High-Speed Networking Chicago
Wednesday, March 3, 6-8 p.m.
District Bar, 170 W. Ontario St.
Chicago, IL 

Marketing Workshop Spring 
Monday-Thursday, March 22-25, 2010
Tabor Center: 1672 Lawrence Street  
Denver , CO  80202 
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Looking for a one-stop shop for all the beauty, fashion and lifestyle buzz around Chicago? Look 
no further than Glossed & Found (www.glossedandfound.com). Created over a year ago by beauty 
professionals to serve as a small trend driven blog, Glossed & Found has grown to a weekly on-line 
magazine dedicated to giving you the inside scoop straight from the leaders and experts in the 
industry. AI-Chicago alumni D. Graham Kostic—who serves as Host and Creative Director—produces 
the site’s weekly video, interviewing some of the industry’s brightest talents. From Isaac Mizrahi and 
Essie to Cynthia Rowley and Miss Piggy, you just never know who will pop up on the G&F screen!

“It’s been incredible to sit down knee-to-knee with a few of my fashion idols. But the best part?” Kostic 
says, “The best part is finding the humor behind each subject and giving our G&F audience a sneak 
peek into the lives of these A-listers.”  

Always candid, casual and off-the-cuff, Glossed & Found’s unique voice will soon become a popular 
web destination for your style knowledge and know-how. And with editions launching in Houston and 
Nashville this past November, more cities might soon receive the Glossed & Found touch.

To sign up for the weekly G&F Chicago email, visit www.glossedandfound.com!

GLOSSED & FOUND
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Company Name: South Park; Comedy Central
Job Title: Technical Director                                                             
What are your primary responsibilities? Preparing 
assets for production which would include anything 
from characters, backgrounds and props. A Technical 
Director also has the responsibility to setup shots based 
on the boards. 

What professional achievements you can 
share?  
I have won 3 Emmys for my contribution on South 
Park and I am also in the Pre-Development of my own 
cartoon series with 20th Century FOX.

How did you get started in the industry?   
One year before graduating I had the privilege to 
attend the annual SIGGRAPH Convention. It was at the 
convention that my artistic vision really fueled up and 
I realized that just the basics were not good enough. I 
soaked in as much as possible my last year and felt I 
was confident at the end. After graduating, I had made 
the decision to leave Chicago and move to California in 
search of that dream that all artists seek. I received a 
job lead from Career Services and it was that job lead 
that gave me my one shot to shine. As I waited for my 
first industry interview, I reviewed what I went through 
during my education at AI to get me here. My first 
interview could have been the scariest moment of my 

life, but I got through it.  Next, I got called in to meet 
all of the main supervisors of South Park face-to-face. 
The funny thing was that I was able to break the ice 
with the SpongeBob tie I was wearing!!  After getting 
my call back to train for the position of Technical 
Director, I was placed in another position to train for 
my career. There was going to be one trainee that was 
not going to be picked. At the end of the training I got 
another call back to start working on South Park and 5 
years later…… the rest is history!!!

What are your creative inspirations or 
influences?  
I think the biggest inspiration would have to be Walt 
Disney.  To be able to touch people with a beautiful 
story and the illusion of life was the magic of Walt 
Disney. I truly believe, that one day, another group 
of great artists will gather and grow as a family to 
create beautiful masterpieces to touch the hearts of 
the viewer.
What do you enjoy the most about your career? The 
ablility to share my feelings through art. To grow as an 
artist both mentally and spiritually. The opportunity to 
meet the people that I have met and the advice that 
has been given to me.

What made you decide to pursue this type of 
career?  
I have always loved art since the time I could pick up 
a crayon.

What advice do you have to help other 
students succeed in school and work?  
Never settle to learn just the basics. The history of 
Animation is so amazing once you see how it all 
started. Never stopping learning, for you must stand 
out from all of the rest to succeed in life.

What are some skills you feel aspiring artists 
need to have to make it in the industry?   
Animators need to know the fundamentals and 
the foundation of Animation to be able to grow. 
Draw!Draw!Draw! Never give up the passion of the 
pencil. It is how all of the great artists started.

How do you feel your education helped you in 
your career?  
It helped me tremendously. It gave the base to build 
my artistic grow upon. 

What is your advice to current students?   
Take advantage of everything that AI has to provide. It 
is there to help you on your way. The rest is up  
to you!!!

Q & A with Byron Lopez,  
MAA Alumni


